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many over the years. Who will benefit 
at the end of the day are our workforce 
and our employers and our country. 

I thank again my counterpart Sen-
ator ISAKSON for working with me to 
get this done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. I want to associate 
myself with the remarks of Senator 
HARKIN and Senator PATTY MURRAY 
from Washington. I reiterate what I 
said in my opening statement about 
how much regard and respect I have for 
Senator MURRAY, for the job she has 
done. We would not be here today if it 
were not for PATTY MURRAY. I am 
grateful for her support and her kind 
words. 

I want to reiterate all of the names 
she said, all the thanks that we have. 
But I want to particularly thank my 
staff who have made me once again 
look good. That is a difficult job to do 
sometimes. I thank Tommy Nguyen, 
Amanda Maddox, Michael Black, Brett 
Layson. I appreciate all they have 
done; Joan Kirchner, my chief of staff, 
who came to our aid last week and 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat in the Re-
publican conference that allowed us to 
be here. 

We all get a lot of credit as Members 
of the Senate. But it is our staff who 
make or break what we do. We are very 
grateful to our staff or the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act would 
not become law, would not get to the 
President’s desk. 

So to PATTY MURRAY, to Senator 
HARKIN, to Senator ALEXANDER, thank 
you. And to all of our staff, thank you 
for day in and day out doing the real 
work of the Senate and for the people 
of the United States of America. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, H.R. 803, as amend-
ed, having passed, amendment No. 3382 
to the title is agreed to and the motion 
to reconsider is considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The amendment (No. 3382) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the title) 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
amend the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 
to strengthen the United States workforce 
development system through innovation in, 
and alignment and improvement of, employ-
ment, training, and education programs in 
the United States, and to promote individual 
and national economic growth, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JESSICA 
GARFOLA WRIGHT TO BE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR 
PERSONNEL AND READINESS 

NOMINATION OF JAMIE MICHAEL 
MORIN TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
COST ASSESSMENT AND PRO-
GRAM EVALUATION 

NOMINATION OF THOMAS P. 
KELLY III TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF DJIBOUTI 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk reported the 
nominations of Jessica Garfola Wright, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Under Secretary 
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness; 
Jamie Michael Morin, of Michigan, to 
be Director of Cost Assessment and 
Program Evaluation; and Thomas P. 
Kelly III, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Djibouti. 

VOTE ON WRIGHT NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Jessica 
Garfola Wright, of Pennsylvania, to be 
Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON MORIN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Jamie 
Michael Morin, of Michigan, to be Di-
rector of Cost Assessment and Program 
Evaluation? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON KELLY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Thomas 
P. Kelly III, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Djibouti? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President will be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
f 

BIPARTISAN SPORTSMEN’S ACT 
OF 2014—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, equal time until 
4:30 shall be divided between the two 
leaders or their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

have come here every week now for 72 
consecutive weeks that the Senate has 
been in session to urge colleagues to 
wake up to the growing threat of cli-
mate change. Today I have the pleas-
ure and honor of being joined by my 
friend and colleague Senator JOE 
MANCHIN of West Virginia. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senator from West Virginia and I be al-
lowed to engage in a colloquy for the 
time we have been allotted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Senator MANCHIN 
and I come from very different parts of 
the country. We are the Ocean State, 
he is the Mountain State. We both 
came here today to say that climate 
change is real, that human activities, 
including the burning of fossil fuels, 
are causing dramatic changes to the 
Earth’s atmosphere and oceans, and to 
seek responsible solutions that will en-
sure reliable, sustainable energy for 
the United States and protect our local 
communities and economies from the 
worst effects of a changing climate, 
recognizing, as we must, that fossil 
fuels will be part of America’s fuel mix 
for decades. 

The recent National Climate Assess-
ment showed many effects of climate 
change are already being seen across 
the United States. In my home State of 
Rhode Island, we have Narragansett 
Bay, more than 3 degrees warmer in 
the winter than it was 50 years ago. 
Measurements at the Newport tide 
gauge show that as the seawater warms 
and expands, the sea level is up almost 
10 inches against our shores since the 
1930s. 

Extreme weather depends a lot on 
natural variability, but climate change 
increases the odds that heat waves and 
heavy rain bursts will occur. As the cli-
mate has warmed, some types of ex-
treme weather have become more fre-
quent and severe. Here on this chart we 
see that in the northeast, up here, the 
area which includes both Rhode Island 
and West Virginia, between 1958 and 
2010, the amount of rain coming in 
those big downpours has gone up by 70 
percent. 

Let’s remember how climate change 
affects the economy and jobs. For ex-
ample, fishermen in Rhode Island have 
seen their winter flounder catch from 
Narragansett Bay nearly disappear in 
the recent decades as the bay has 
warmed. These are not distant climate 
model projections, this is now. This is 
happening to Rhode Island. 

The people of West Virginia have 
Senator MANCHIN fighting for them 
every day in Washington. I know he be-
lieves that we need to find economi-
cally responsible answers to environ-
mental problems. I am proud to stand 
with him today as his friend and col-
league. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 
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